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;?fter the s5th of ;iz,ujust, for 17 t[a]& the whole country
Keld its breath, Fofinj thaet 33 miners trapped in the
San J@d‘é mine would be found, and found alive. W;t[z'nj
was certaimn. % the test boreholes advanced, so did
the Korror at the scandalous news that emerjef, z[a'}/ 5}/
Jﬂ], of the criminal nejfz'jence that Jed to the
disaster. Tor this was no accident, it was a disaster

waiting to /faJaJoen.

%W f,/fey fave all been rescued, in jootf condition, and
the news coverage was of the most trivial kind.

gsresifent geﬁustiﬁ/.ﬂ fi';?d:eru Fas Fad a fz'eft[ c[a'}/, /uckdz'fr}/
ke was there to greet the men iefore ke /eft on a
furofean tour, and FKis government kas aveoided any b/ ame
for the scandalous, Joroﬁa/;/'}/ corrupt, Sack of

rejufatz'on of this l[a.ﬂjerou& mine.

Tke refz'ef when the men were found- alive was Wonr[erfu/.
@ickd/y, resources were mobilised to establish
communication, tlnt[joot[ Ju]af/ie.s of foof, c/ean water
and advice, t/frouj/f the 15¢cm. diameter borehole. by
commentators, and the nation s Jare&it[ent, made
belittfing, condescending remarks about the shift of 33
men in the San Jo&e’ mine. Werries that t/fej mz'j/ft have
/af&ef into depressed ﬂfﬂt”y, or become ,E[I'JJ'JE'I‘Jel[’,
revealed a comJa/ete fack of kdnowfetfje of the work‘z'nj
class (ant[ leeciﬂf/j of unc[erjrountf miners, who t[eJaenz[
on each other t[al’/'}/ for Jurvivaf).

Even t[oujﬁ this o/;viou.f/y dangerous mine had a /fz'j/f
turnover of workers, t/fey of course orjanz'.fez[
themselves, eating a tz':n'}/ ration of foec[ every 48
fours, so that it Sfasted 12 Ja]&, in humid, kot

conditions.

On contact, their fz'r&t Yuezfticn was about one of the
coffective who had /eft with a truck-Soad of mineral

Just ﬁefore the roof~fa/f. %jot cut in time, and the
trapped men gave a great ckheer whemn t[ey Feard this.

The [ist of scandals is too fcnj to jive ccmf/ete/y,

but the main ones are:

* Tk e company invelved, a 'medium' sized one, FKas FKad
a chain of accidents in the three mines it operated
in the area, starting in 2001. y/fey include 3
fatafz'tz'e&, 2 in the dan Jo&e’ mine z'tseff which is
Ju£ject to rockbursts, not J'uest roof fa/f,s.

* Jwe miners have fost [EjJ, one on Juf] s3rd this
year. %cur—&z’zezf block of rock fe/f, and the miner
considers FimJe/f '/uck:}/' because Ke was not killed.
El’%rf was Ju&Jaenz[e([ for a few' Jay& after this
accident but the Socal FKealth mz'ni.strj/ authorised
work to re- start. Tke Iafcur ffnJJaectorate re]aorte([
on the yt/; Ju/}/, but the ﬁni.ﬂter says their report
was delivered on/y on %juat 6th, the r[tz] after the



disaster.

Tke 3afety Gonsultant emf/oyez[ b:}/ the mine resigned
6 months ago, in frthration at the violations of
Jafety standards. ?fe‘- .ffok‘e of roof bolts that
should Fave been 3 metres /onj, with 1 meter JJallCinj
but were on/'}/ 2.4 metres fonj and with 2 metre
qucinj and no roof mesh , amonyg other fﬂtt(?l‘ef.

* TFke government inspection l;otl:}/, W

(W;tiona/ Service of Eeo/oy}/ and ﬁninj), closed the
mine twice, Jaartz’af/y in 2006, and, after a fatal
accident in 2007, c[efinitive/y. The ex &]ioﬂd/
ﬁirector of the service khas said that the mine
"skould never Kave re—o]aenez[” due to the
uncontrolSab /e eac(]afo&ion& of rock that caused the

fatafz'ty.

* %fﬂer ke /eft the Jao&t (w’/{y? we Enow not), the
actz’nj :ﬁefut] cﬁirECtOT of the service (on/y in that
post for 2 weeks, while Fhis Ju]aerz'or was aw’aj) gave
permission te re-open the mine in 11008. 716; did
this *without reading the reports on the mine¥,
because Khis superiors told Kim to!l/ Tre permission
was given conJitz'ana//y, after the owners gave
commitments to z'mJarcve ventilation, gates and
*escape routes¥®. y/;eo‘e commitments were mnever
carried out, and neo z':nJJ:vectz'on.s were made to verz'f]

them.

* Wi& not Jarimari/y a deetj inspectorate.
Jt was jz’ven reJJaong'Ez’/z’ty for Jafet'}/, ([z'&ffacinj
the Ia/;cur g;tdfectord who work in all other
industries, under Pinocket s dictatorship. Jt FKas
16 z'nJJoectorJ for 8,000 mines, antfjuest 2 for the

2,000 in this desert ;%tacama region.

Polfitical pressures to allow the re-opening of the
mine in 2008 kave hbeen Fhinted at but details FKave

not }/et emerjet[.

* The cwners proemised to Sadder the ventilation J”ﬂft
(w/;z'c/f is JSike a biyg t/fz'mney) fut never did so. Jhe
trapped miners could kKave climbed ocut, in the firJt
48 Fours, but had ne Sadders to do so. This Jﬁaft
is now bJocked, as is the main tunnel, 5'}/ a piece of
rock as big as a fcotiaff pitch and about 35 metres
Kigh.

* These same owners were given a prize in 2004 for
their "Gontribution to ﬂnz’nj” Ey the W;tionaf
egocietr}/ of :7‘2')719 Owners,

Tke Jao/z'tz'ca/ dividends of the rescue process have been
great for the government; fﬁi‘era kas visited several
times, and the ﬁnz’ster«r for ﬁninj Iaw‘rence Qo/ﬁorne
(JvriviouJ/}/ a Ju]oermark‘et chain manajer) and ?fl;a/t/td,
MAralich Fave been Sfrequent visitors. New s of the
fir&t contact was Je/ayef until g)’ +era could arrive to
give it, turning it into a media show. FHe Fas promised
to Jaunz’w/f any juz’/ty Jaartz’e&, and FKas sacked three



offz'cz'af.f of W l'ncfufz'nj its director. ?ﬁa

afso named a commission to propose improvements in
Sabour Jafet], but with no trade union members of
course. (Comfose([ of 'exJaertJ,, many with strong [inks
to emf/oyer.s’ ocrganisations, we wil/l not expect any
controlfs that will z'nterfere "too muchk' with the great
Jarofit motive.

Tke Jnterior ﬁni&ter kFas now said that there will Fbe
ne more accidents due to Jafet] norms being z'jnoret[/
il’%can onf}/ /fo]ae that this will be the case.

*The Owners?*

The mine was owned b_y a ?thnjarian emigrée for many
years, and kis son now owns 1t joz’nt/}/ with the g‘enera/
:?[Z:najer. yﬁvey both [ive in c51171tia.jro, 5650 miles away
but the mzoanajer' z[ez'jns to visit once a week, uJuaf/'}/.
?fz; is a former Unilever manager (oiviou&/j what is
Known in Dritain as a Unilfever b_astarJ’) noted for fis
arrogance, and ignorance of mining or Jafet'}/ standards.
7‘_6’ fas never Jfok‘en to the trade union president, or
an] of the work‘ercs. y/;e other owner is seen ma'}/b-e once
every two weeks;, ke kad taken a back seat since the
manager was appointed a few years ageo. 7[9] z[eny any
Wrcnj»c[oinj, of any kind, and there is evidence that
tﬁey are tr]inj to move money out of the ccuntry, or to
other szeoffe, to avoid Jaa]z’nj tomJaenJatz'on.

y/fe'}/ had not made pension or health insurance payments
for the workers for several months iefore the disaster,
but %fejanz[ro Bokn, the Z?‘Tanajer' increased the capital
in khis Jaer&ona/ investment company b:}/ ocver 500,000

Jaountf& in anuary this Jear[l] (#__ftnl).

azgunw/;ife, to attract workers to this z[anjerous mine,
t/fey were fait[ fess than é0o0 Jvount[J a month omn average.
The cost of fz'vz'nj s Jaer/faJoJ [aff what it is in
ﬁritaz’n but this is stil/) a pittance fer Ju&tj,
z[anjerouJ work. ﬁn‘y workers, tfougy/f, are paid 1350
Jaoun:[.f a month, the minimum wage, and even skilled
workers often make on/}/ 3 or 4 fundred. This skows the
class /fuje lfz'f erences in Ghile.

Cﬂz?ninj

ﬁninj, almost allS copper mz':ninj, accounts for on/}/ 117

of Wﬁut 1,)?7: of exfort&[l_/ (#_ftnz). t/fi/e JarofuceJ
357% of total w‘or/cf(proluctz’e:n of copper.

@fa J;vofufatz’on of 16 mifSfion, and a total Werkdforce of
7.6 miffion, on/y 200,000 work in mining, most of them
in 51’j open-cast mines. @f the 4 big mines fcrminj the
state copper company, m@j, on/}/ one i untferjrountf.

s most mnew big copper deposits fave bheen given away to
forez'jn transnationals, mnow onfy produces about
30% of the copper, and with recent high prices, JHP
ﬁiffz'ton, %njfo—%nerican, ;(&trata and &o Tinto made
more profits both in 2007 and in 2008 than their total
investment. Qésafety standards should hbe better in the



big mines but a report of 27th %&juat puts some doubt
on this. Tke Fij/f/}/ controversial ﬂjaercua Lama j(?/l[
mine[}](#_ftn})recent/y started Kigh in the Fndes,
cwned b:}/ the Ganadian transnational vgarrick‘, Fad no
refuje in its fz'rJt tunnel, on/}/ t[ay—time kealth cover,
etc., etc. and a bullfdozer recent/y turned over.

*Trade Unions*

Trade Unions in Gkife Kave to be bhased on

a company, so are uJua//}/ small. &iona[ and national
organisation kas to be 5}/ way of fet[eratz’ons. Tke
small wunion of this company started action about Jtlfet]
back in 2004, presenting a 'IEJaf Jarctectz’on' suit in
the Jfocal courts, demanding Foth mines be closed
Jaermanent/:}/. %re&uft. :51'7& fetters were sent to
various authorities. %%{:tion.

7ratfz'tiona//], copper miners were the 'fabour
arz'eftocrac'}/' of Grile, re/ativefy w’e//—faz'J and with
social 5enefz'tJ. j-n mjauterna/iam Jaart/}/
persists but the new 'manajeriaf' government Kas
affointet[ a manager from Mﬁi//iton, the Eijjest
mining company in the world, to shkake it up and reduce
costs. Werries are that Ke will prepare it for
JooJJiﬁfe privatisation in whole or part. WorkKers '
ienefit& are cf course a prime target.

T tFe big mining companies, inc/uz[z'nj szﬁff@@, Fave
emf/oyez[ a 'divide and rulfe’ strategy for the
workforce, with a core of workers r[z'rectfy em]a/oyez[ and
with permanent contracts, and a Jarge number of sub-

contracted w’or(er&, at much Sower w’aje.s.
Do there are twoe main trade union ocrganisations,; one
1 r , B
for the core workdercf Tn m, now facet[ with
battfes to maintain their salaries and conditions, and

a recent/] forme:[ confe([eratz'on of sub-contracted
workers . This with /eat[er&/:z'f b:}/ the communist
Gristian Guevas, wajez[ touj[ campaigns in the Jast
three years te increase wages and tr'}/ to force the
companies fike m, M %nj/o~%nerican, &0 Tinto
etc. to take rewfon&z’ﬁz’[z’t] for the sub-contractors
workers and ensure t/fe] are emf/oyec[ on the same
conditions. The fast gevernment anJJaar/iament
eventuu//'}/ Jaa.f.sec[ a« Jaw which should Kave ensured this.
Je ftlr, fittSfe FKas cfanyec[ and more Jtrujj/EJ will Fbe

necessary o enforce it.

jn (“7(2}3/ this year sub-contracted miners struck at a
major Jarivate mine, to/fa/;uaeri, in the z;%nt[ea" near
Jguiyue. gio/ice, and some reports say, troops, were
sent in an army %rcu/ew transport Ja/une to evict them
from their mz’ninj camp t/fey fFad taken over, and Hoo
were sacked. ;%t a recent emf/e]ment faz'r in 31171131’1150,
« manager j/ib—f}/ announced that t/fey Kad 350 vacancies !

*Safety™*

j‘n 2009 t”ere were 191,000 receorded
WOrfJaface accidents and 443 fata/z'tz'e.f, comfaretf with



285 murders (wﬁdz’c/;, unfike the fcrmer, are afway& on
the 37 newes). 30 every year work-refated deaths are
eyuiva/ent to Teﬁruary’& eartfyuak‘e and tsunami.

373 miners died in accidents in the Jast decade, and 31
so far this year. Tk e morta/z't}/ rate kas faf/en from
o.5% (/) in the '8os to o.1% im 2009 . In 2002, the
gjreerz'tfent of the m@‘tiat gave a Jarz'ze te the owners
of San Jo&e’ said: "JTke sector needs t[erecyu/ation and

"
more free:fom.... .

c%jravatinj the 'normal’ greed of emf/e]ers (ant[ the
"normal’ contempt for their workers shown 5}/ emffoyerJ
in Tj/fife), another factor reducing Jafety standards is
ifeo/OJica/.' Fven « government minister Kas .f]aogen of
[einj shocked at the 'excessive'  concern for Jafety she
fount[ in the "CEZ‘ ”f feave some work for my juart[z'an
anje/ to t[o” she said. Jn a countr}/ where the more
superstitious aspects cf Catholicism are given great
Jouﬁ/z’cz’ty in the mass media, t/:ey hKave effectJ at al/f
fevels of Jociet'y. There was even talk of finfinj the
miners Eeinj ¢ 'miracle . Te Kis credit, the Socal
51’&/]0{]9 of Cofiafggﬁ refutec[ this, and repeated the strong
criticism ke had made of the emffoyer:r,

Tke J/cjll]t ,gjeoja/e ogefcre gjrofz'to" often seems an
abstract, vague one. ere 15 a case of blatant abuse
of Fuman /z'fe for Jarofz't, onf] Jaos&z’ﬁ/e in a culture
where ’free enterfriJe’ and 'creation of jo[J (at any
Jarz'ce)' come Fefore ever]t[inj e[&e.~ Tke good news is
that, z[eJJaite the media painting gfzi;%i‘ertl as a saint for
kis jootf rofe in the rescue of the miners, the Jaeo]afe
are not [ujiNJ 7t. jn every .secAtor of Jociet'}/ Jaeoffe
recognise that this businessmendt s government will not
FefJa them, and are Eejinnz'nj Jtrujj/e of alf Kinds.
Hhmost Jimu/taneou&fy with the miners, 34 indigenous
%Jauc/;es won [z’j concessions for their Jtrujjfe for
Sand and rz'j/TtJ, after their Funjer strike. Trade
unions in the publfic and private sectors, including the
Fard-Fit salmon Jorot[ucer.r in the south, are tak‘z':nj

action.

;ﬁan ﬂz‘;rjan, c31171tia.__§re, Grife, QOctober 2010.

[1] The rick in Gkife uo‘ua/fy KFave a Jaer&cna/ company,
into which their earnings are Jaaz':[. Thu s t[ey are
treated as a company, and not a prerson, and can aveid

paying much tax. What t/re'}/ do ray is at 17%.

[2/] fxfcrts 38,000 mm (mz’//z’on) USD in 2008, of whkich
36,000 mm were of copper and [y-JaroJuctJ. Total exports

of goods and services were 77,000 mm

[}/ jt will t[e.stro'}/ 2 j/acz’ers, but o:nf] small ones, so
w/fy Worrj? %/Jo, it will afmost certaz’n[] produce
seriocus contamination with arsenic, cyaniJe ant[/or
mercury, used in jo/lf mz':ninj, of a river uJez[fcr all
purposes [y farminj communities in omne vaf/ey.






